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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With respect to claims 1-8, the prior art alone or in combination does not teach 
the limitation of an apparatus for remotely operating a circuit protection device 
comprising: a switching device connected between a second end of the impedance 
limiter and the power source, the switching device being operable in response to a 
remotely generated activation signal to move between an open position and a closed 
position, wherein the switching device being in the closed position, the impedance 
limiter being connected between the circuit protection device and the power source to 
draw current through the circuit protection device sufficient to move the contacts of the 
circuit protection device to the closed position. 

With respect to claims 9-1 1 , the prior art alone or in combination does not teach 
the limitation of a method remotely actuating a circuit protection device comprising the 
step of: supplying an activation signal to the switching device to remotely actuate the 
switching device to move the switching device from an open position to a closed 
position, wherein when the switching device being in the closed position, the impedance 
limiter being connected across the power source to draw the current from the power 
source through the impedance limiter, wherein the impedance limiter being selected 
such that the current drawn through the impedance limiter upon closing of the switching 
device is greater than the trip current for the circuit protection device. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 
2. The applicant has argued that Cronin is silent with respect to a remotely 
operating jf circuit protection device comprising: a switching device connected between 
a second end of the impedance limiter and the power source, the switching device 
being operable in response to a remotely generated activation signal to move between 
an open position and a closed position, wherein the switching device being in the closed 
position. The examiner finds this argument persuasive. Therefore, the examiner made 
decision to allow this limitation over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T Ha whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6023. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 
6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on 703-308-3682. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3432 
for regular communications and 703-305-3431 for After Final communications. 


it 

Application/Control Number: 09/920,909 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2831 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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